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Lesson 3-8

The Distributive Propertly

wesson Objective

To use the Distributive Property to
simplily expressions in problem-solving
situations

NMAEP 2005 Strand: Number Properties and Operations
Topics: Number Sense; Number Operations

Locat Standards:

/The Distributive Property

Aritlimetic
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Algebra

What you think

Think of 47 as 40 + 7.

Ihqummmwby&sx4o=[::::}md5x7=[:i::]

Now add the two products: I; j + r J = .

Why it works

sxar=5x(__J+[])

= (5 X 40) + (5 X7)

ot S L

«— Vifrite 47 asE + D
< Use the\ j Property.

« Simplify within parentheses.

+— Add.

1. Use the Distributive Property to simplify 5 X 68.
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Money A student bought 4 tickets that cost $5.50. What was the total cost
of the tickets?

ax550 =4 |+ L)) < write ssasl_ 1+ ]

= (4 X 500) + (4 X 050) < yse the l:[Property.
- lj + m < Simplify within parentheses.
= ] —hdd

The total cost was l:

2. A local bookstore charges $2.8D for each used book. What is
the charge for 5 used books?
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Homework Exercises

Directions: For #1-4, use the Distributive Property to multiply.

Show your work! Comments/Corrections
{1)
7 x53
(2) ‘
8 x 97
(3)
5x402

(4) The auditorium at the School for the Arts has 7 rows
of seats, and each row has 102 seats in it. Use the
Distributive Property to find the number of seats in the
auditorium.

Multiplication Problem:




Directions: For #5-7 use the Distributive Property to
simplify each expression.

(5)
9x(5+3)x4-6
(6) .
(8+7)x3x2
(7}

6x(8-3)+9x4




